OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME £1.50

3.00pm
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Previous League Meelings
Walsall v Swindon Town

DIVISION THREE (NORTH)
1927/28
Wakall 1 (Robson) Swindon 2 (Eddlerston, Morris)
Swindon 5 (Morris 3, Roberts, Eddleston) Walsall O
1928/29
Walsall 1 (Attwood) Swindon 1 {Roberts)
Swindon 5 (Eddlestone 2, Morris 3) Walsall 1 (Lane)
1929/30
Walsall 4 [Eyres2, Walters, Murphy) Swindon 0
Swindon 3 ([Dent, Roberts, Morris) Walsall 1 Walters)
1930/31
Walsall 2 (Mays, Eyres) Swindon 2 [Richardson, Stansfield)
Suindon 4 Morris 2, Crulckshank, Whipp)
Walsall 3 (Eyres2, Walters)
1936/37
Walsall 5 (Bates3, Woolhouse, Bradford)
Swindon 3 (Cookson, Fowler)
Swindon 3 LonesZ, Cookson) Walsall O
1937/38
Walksall Z (Bate, Evans) Swindon 3 (LucasZ, Morton)
Swindon 1 (Morrall) Walsall 1 {Shelton)
1938/39
Waisall 5 (Alsop 4, Bambrick) Swindon 0
Swindon 1 (Frands) Walsall 4 {Alsop 3,Buttery)
1946/47
Walsall 0 Swindon 1 (Lucas)
Swindon 4 (Stephens,Emery, Williams) Walsall 1 (Walshj
1947/48
Walsall 1 (Wilshaw) Swindon 0
Swindon 0 Walsall 3 (Lishman 2, Kelly)
1948/49
Walsall 0 Swindon 1 (Dawson)
Swindon 2 (Cowie, Bain) Walsall 1 {Chapman)
1949/50
Walsall 0 Swindon O
Swindon 4 (Cowie2, Wheeler, Jackson)
Walsall 3 (Deviin,Dearson, Foulkes)
1950/51
Walsall 1 (Millard) Swindon 0
Swindon 1 (Lunn) Walsall 1 (Hughes)
1951/52
Walsall 0 Swindon 1
Swindon 1 (Owen) Walsall 1 (Holding)
1952/53
Waisall 1 (Bridgett) Swindon 2 (Owen2)
Swindon 1 (Betteridge) Walsall 2 (Bridgett Duggins)
1953/54
Walsall 0 Swindon 1 (Bain)
Swindon 3 (Lunn, Betteridge Bain) Walsall 0
1954/55
Walsall 1 Morris) Swindon 2 {Owen, Onslow)
Swindon 2 (Giobson, Williams) Walsall 2 (Dorman 2)
= 1955/56
Walsall 4 (Richards, Morris Walsh 2) Swindon 0
Swindon 1 ({Gibson) Walsall 2 (Walsh 2)
1956/57
Walsall 1 (Leverton) Swindon 2 {Owen, Edwards)
Swindon 1 {Edwards) Walkall 2 (Dorman, Broun)
1957/58
Walsall 1 (Hodgkisson) Swindon 1 (Edwards)

Swindon 2 (Richards, Edwrads) Walsall 3{Faulkner, Tavlor,0q)

DIVISION THREE
1960/61
Walsall 2 (Richards 2) Swindon 1 (Woodruff)
Swindon 1 (Jackson) Walsall 0
1965/66
Walsall 5{Riley2 Satchwell Taylor2) Swindon 0
Swindon 0 Walsall 0

1966/67

Walsall 1 (Gregg) Swindon 1 (Rogers)

Swindon 3 (Rogers2, Terry) Walsall 2 (Taylor, Baker)
1967/68
Walsall 3 (Murray2, Tayior) Swindon 2 (Hardand, Rogers)
Swindon 3 (Rogers, Nurse Penman) Walsall 0
1968/69
Swindon 1 (Noble) Walsall 0
Walsall 0 Swindon 2 (Rogers2)

1974/75

Walsall 2 (Buckley Atthey) Swindon O

Swindon 3 (Mcl.aughlin,Moss, Prophett) Walsall 0

1975/76

Walsall 1 Buckley) Swindon 1 (Eastoe)

Swindon 5 (Anderson 3,Moss,Syrett) Walsall 1 Backley)

Swindon Town are the best
team in the Second Dvision. So
Walsall defender Adrian
sh, and he should know,
having spent nine happy years at
e County Ground
Today they sit proudly on top
of the table, but dresding any
shp
Alexandra outfit breathing down
their necks, just two points
behind
Adr‘nun know

with the impresswe Crewe

s a great deal
about ¢ so Walsall fans
will be Im;)mg he can use that
knowledge to help his new team
beat the leaders and extend
their unbeaten run to six
games

How goad are the

windon,

Christmas 1984
Born in Wootton Bassett,
about eight miles from Swindon,
Adrian joined the club as a
trainee in July 1986 when Lou
Macar was manager. He played
there under five mana
ri, Ussie Ardiles
e, John Gorman and Steve
ML,M.jhun
“When | first went Lo
Swindon | was a striker, then |
began to play more on the left
side,” he recalled
"But Ossie Ardiles said he
saw me more in a defenswe role
when he joined the club. | told
him | would give it a go and |
played a lot of games there
when he was manaqer ”

ien

Paul Marston talks to Adrian era_sh_
msmmmmpw Evening Mail 4 SpnrbArgm

oppositicn? "They have a lot of
experience in the side and some
very good players.” he explained
“They have qualty, and can
knock the ball around well, just
as Walsall can

‘It 1s one game | am
partcularly hopeful we wan
because it will be a good test for
us and we shall have to play well
to get anything out of the game.

“I enjoyed my career at
Swindon, but | lost two years
there with broken legs | broke
my right leg in @ Heserve game
against Arsenal, then did it
again in a pre-season match,
and | was out of sction until

1976/77

Walsall 2 (Taylor, Buckley) Swindon O
Swindon 2 (McHale, Anderson) Walsall Z Dennehy, Buckley)

1977/78

Walsall Z (Serrella, Dennehy) Swindon O
Swindon 2 (Stroud, Moss) Walsall 3 (Buckley, Austin,og)

1978/79

Walsall 4 Bach 2, Austin,King) Swindon 1 (Wikams]
Swindon 4 (Kamara,Bates,Gilchrist, Serella og) Walsall 1

(Austin)
1980/81

Walsall 2 (Pernn,Rees) Swindon 1 (Miller)
Swindon 3 (Carter Mayes, Greenwood) Walsall 1 (Buckley)

1981/82

Walsall 5 Buckley 2, Loveridge, Rees 2) Swindon O
Swindon 2 (Greenwood, Lewis) Walsall 2 Penn, Caswell)

1986/87
Walsall 1 (Kelly) Swindon 0
Swuindon O Walsall 0
1987/88
Walsall 2 (Rimmer, Pritchard)
Swindon 2 (Shearer, Calderwood)
Swindon 1 (Foley) Walsall 0

Adrian had two spells on
loan to Reading when Mark

IMPORTANT NOTICE

TO ALL SUPPORTERS
Spectators are reminded that itis a
criminal offence to run on the pitch,
1o use abusive language or
thrwenmg behaviour.
Bescot Stadium is covered by Close
Circuit Television.
Offenders will be identified and

_ prosecuted. :

In addition, the Club will impose a
life ban on anyone misbchaving, ;
from attending matches at Bescot %
: Stadium.

McGhee was boss
then after Jummy
Buinn had taken over
There was talk of a
permanent move, but
a fee could not be
agreed

He went to
Plymouth Argyle pre-
season. taking part in
two trial games, but at
the ume Swindon were
talking in terms of a
fee of between
£200,000 and
£300.000

Adnian returned,
spent the first month




of the season with Barnsley on loan,
but they bought Peter Shirthff from
Wolves so he went back to Swindon
ﬂgiil” i

Because of ther financial
position, Swindon decided to give the
detender two weeks notice, and 4t
the time Walsall General Manager,
Paul Taylor, was in touch with
Town's Chief Scout Les O'Neil about
Brian Kilkime

When Taylor realised Viveash
was avallable, he moved quickly,
invited him to Bescot and he played
agamst Fulham and Wrexham
before siging for a month. He made
such a good impression he was
soon gven a contract to the end of
the season

His reaction so far? “As a team
we have got to be more consistent,”
he said. "When we are good, we are
very good, but when we are off
we are quite a way off.

“As we play more together we
shall develop that consistency at
Walsall. There are some excellent
players here, men who could play at
a higher level than the Second
Division

"We are not out of reach of the
promotion play-off positions, and all
we need Lo-do s string two ar three
wins together to shoot up the table

“l am really looking forward to
the Swindon game today, though it
will seem strange playing against
them.”

Since Adrian joined the Club,
Walsall have won seven matches,
drawn three and lost three. He has
scored one goal, in the Auto
Windscreens Shield tie against
Wycombe Wanderers when the
Saddlers won 50

He has formed a new central
defensive partnership with Derek
Mountfield who, of course, played
agamnst his former club, Carlisle
United, last week

Adrian 1s marmed to Emma and
the couple have a 19-month-old son,
Harley They met in a Swindon night
club after the Robins had won a
play-off final against Sundertand

Happy Christmas Everyone.

SWINDON'S GREAT NAME

Even in their Southem League days Swindon Town had some outstanding
players, amongst them inside forwards Granville Morris, who partnered the
legendary Bill Meredith in the Welsh national team and Harry Fleming, who
won 11 England caps and was possessed of what was reckoned one of the
greatest body swerves the game has known.

Between the wars Tommy Phillipson was an eager young striker who
moved on to give great service to Wolves and ended his career with us while
Harry Morris got well over two hundred goals in the late twenties and early
thirties. As the Second World War approached Ben Morton got lots of goals
while future Welsh intemational Billy Lucas (who was with Swansea after the
war) provided the craft in midfield.

After the war Alf and John Stephens were one of the relatively few pairs
of twins ta play in the same Football League team while Maurice Owen was
beginning a 6-season career that saw him giving great service up front for
many years and later in defence. Prewar Arsenal and Derby County goalkeeper
Frank Boulton and longserving Sam Burton were outstanding goakeepers
and former Chelsea winger Jimmy Bain had a substantial spell on the left
wing.

John Neal, later to star for Aston Villa, was a key defender of the 1950's
while Bob Edwards had a few prolific seasons up front, but it was in the
1960’s that Swindon unearthed a welter of exciting talent that included
longthrow expert Bobby Woodruff and battling striker Ernie Hunt, both of
whom moved to Wolves and Mike Summerbee who moved to fly down the
Manchester City wing. Peter Downsborough followed in the tradition of
longserving goalkeepers and Don Rogers stayed long enough to get the vital
goal that won the 1969 League Cup final against Arsenal.

Through it all John Trollope played for two whole decades in defence
while in goal both Jimmy Allan and Jimmy Barron had spells in goal and
Peter Eastoe and Dave Syrett were prolific strikers who later had short
spells with us. David Moss and Evor Anderson had some prolific bursts up
front. Chris Kamara ruffled a few feathers in midfield and as we move into
the 1980’s Andy Rowland kept scoring goals as did Duncan Shearer a few
years later and as we move into the 1990’s Nicky Summerbee followed the
footsteps of his father Mike from Swindon to Manchester City and Craig
Maskell and Jan Fjortoft netted freely before moving on to Southampton
Town and Middlesbrough respectively.

SAFETY NOTICE

SAFETY OF SPORTS GROUNDS ACT 1975 and 1987

In the interests of spectator safety the following conditions apply at Bescot Stadium and must

be observed at all times:

L Glasses, bottles, drink cans, canisters, knives, darts, 100ls, fireworks, cameras,
flagpoles or any other article likely to cause injury are not permitted to be brought
into the stadium.

* Encroachment onto the playing area is forbidden.

Any spectator acling in contravention of these conditions is liable to arrest or ejection.

Close Circuit Television is in use and any spectator seen acting in a disorderly manner is likely

to be arrested or gjected from the ground.

In the cvent of an emergency, instructions will be given over the Public Address system.

Spectators must follow the instructions given in a calm manner. You will be assisted by

Stewards/Police Officérs. |

The Family Section of the Highgate Stand and an area of the H.L Fzllows Stand have been

dcsignated as NO SMOKING areas. Compliance with the NO SMOKING arca signs is

requested.

The conditions mentioned above are intended to improve your enjoyment of the game in a safe

and sccure environment.
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ESTAanIung- Bescot Stadiom. Bescotl Crescent, Walsall.

FENING TIIES- Thurs-Fril 9.00am-4.30 pm
Sat 9.00am-1.00pm (All day Miaitch Day)
Sun 10.00am-42.00pm

ML AVAIL ABRLE- Wide range of Souvenirs & Lelsurewear.

Boots & Accessories for Today's Foothaller.
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DAVID LLOYD LEISURE

Great Barr,
Birmingham

Take advantage of 7 Day ‘General
Manager’s Introduction’ Temporary

Membership for just £22 and test
drive this superb Club for yourself

¢ One of the largest, best equipped
Gymnasium Suites in Europe

e Indoor & Qutdoor Tennis

¢ Squash & Badminton

e Full range of Aerobic Classes

e Indoor & Outdoor Swimming

® Sauna, steam room & whirlpool bath

¢ Bar & Restaurant

o Conference & Banqueting Suites

To claim your Temporary Membership
visit reception at The Club

See it and you’ll
believe it!

Shady Lane, Great Barr, Birmingham

For a FREE brochure
please call 0121-360 6151

t is doubtful whether any F.A. Cup tie this season will
contain as much drama, thrills and action as our
Second Round Replay against Torquay United.

Twelve goals in one game made it a real feast for
supporters. While they may have enjoyed it, it certainly was
nof a night for defenders.

To be fair conditions underfoot favoured attackers. We
had experienced some heavy frosts followed by a thaw.
However, the ground just underneath the surface remained
frost bound. This added to the difficulties being experienced
by defenders, and may have been a conbritutery factor leading
to some of the goals that were conceded at both ends.

Probably, all of us experienced the full range of emotions
during the evening. | must admit that when we were trailing
on two occasions | felt that we were going out of the
competition. Perhaps the most traumatic moment came near
the end of 90 minutes, when Torquay came within an ace of
scoring a dramatic winner, with a shot that hit the inside of
our post, bobbled across the goalline, before hitting the other
post and bouncing clean.

The main thing is that we came through, and it is Walsall
that go through to the Second Round.

The match certainly provided spectators with great
entertainment, which can hardly be gaid for the Brighton v
Fulham match broadcast 24 hours later on SKY-TV. The
match finished goslless after extra time, and was stale in
comparison with our cup tie.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all Walsall
supporters and their families a Very Happy Christmas, and
let us hope that your enjoyment of the Festive Season will be
boosted by some good results during the next 10 days.

Have a thought for the players when you are tucking into
your wine and mince pies on Christmas Day afternoon. They,
of course, have to exercise strict control over their dieting and
drinking habits!

We will all be working on Christmas Day. The day before
a game is important for players in respect of their
preparation. Teo much eating and drinking can have a
detrimental effect on a players performance. Just keep a close
eye on games during the next few days, and see if you can spot
anyone who is running around with too many chocolates in his
stomach.

We shall prepare thoroughly and professionally in our
games. A training session on Christmas Day will be followed
by a trip to Rotherham later in the day, and an overnight
hotel stay.

This is a holiday routine accepted by professional
footballers, who accept that they have to work at a time when
the rest of the country is enjoying itself.

Self discipline for athletes is essential. If they are loose
and sloppy in their preparation, it will show in their eventual
performance.

Hopefully, our result over the holiday period will equal
those of last year when we enjoyed great success in the
sequence of games over Christmas and the New Year.

A warm welcome to Swindon Town, a club that I have
great admiration for. This season the quality of their football
has get a standard for all Second Division clubs to seek to
emulate.

I am pleased for Swindon Manager, Steve McMshon, who
has clearly brought some of his Liverpool experience into the
Second Division.

Iam sure that we ean look forward to another
entertaining and interesting game.

Thank you for your support. Enjoy the game.

Chris Nicholl
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HAVE A VERY HAPPY
CHRISTHMAS

The Directors, Management,
Players and Staff at Bescot
Stadium extend our best wishes
for a Happy Christmas to all
Saddlers supporters and their
families.

Have a marvelious time and
let us hope that the results from
our Christmas fixtures add to your
enjoyment of the Festive Season.

TRAVELLING TO
ROTHERHAM

A reminder that our Boxing
Day fixture at Rotherham on i
Tuesday kicks off at 3.00pm.

For Saddlers supporters ‘
seated accommodation is 1
available in the Millmoor Lane \
Stand, Adults £9.50 and Junior's |
& OAP's £6.00. Terrace
accommeodation is available at the
Railway end, £7.00 for Adults and |
£4.50 for Juniors/OAP's. |

TRIP TO CHESTERFIELD
NEXT SATURDAY
We say goodbye to 18395 with
an away game at Chesterfield the
team that we pipped for automatic
promotion last season
The match kicks off at
3.00pm. Saddlers supporters will
be accommaodated in the Cross
Street end of the Ground.
Admission prices are £7.00
for the uncovered Cross Strest
terrace, and £8.00 for the covered
Cross Street wing stand. There
«are no concessions for Juniors or
Senior Citizens.

FAREWELL TO BILL
STARKEY

Bill Starkey was part of the
matchday scene at Bescot
Stadium. He acted as a Steward
for the Club for many years both
at Fellows Park and Bescot
Stadium.

In more recent seasons he
has been doorman for the
Directors Lounge, where he
carried out his duties on a.
voluntary basis.

He loved Walsall Football
Club. His last match was two
weeks ago against York City, |
despite feeling unwell. '

Within hours he siiffereda |
heart attack, and subsequently ;
died. He will be sadly missed at |
Bescot Stadium. To his widow,

family and friends we send our
sincere condolences, with the
assurance that Bill will not be
forgotten at Walsall Football Club.

BESCOT STADIUM
RECEPTION OFFICE

Please note that the Bescot
Stadium Office will be closed
throughout the Christmas week
until Friday 29th December.

It will be open on Friday from
9.00am to 4.30pm., and on New
Years Day from 11,00am.

Usual Office hours will resume
on Tuesday 2nd January.

THE FOOTBALL SHOP

The Football Shop will be
closed on Christmas Day and
Boxing Day, but open throughout
the rest of the wesk from
Wednesday 27th December,
9.00am to 5.00pm. It will be closed
on New Years Day.

STANLEY'S RESTAURANT
CLOSED DURING
CHRISTMAS WEEK
Stanley’s Restaurant will be
closed for lunches throughout

Christmas week.

However, places are still
availabie for the New Years Eve
Party next Sunday at £32 50 each.
The evening includes choice from
6 course a la carte meny, licensed
bar to 1.00am., and dancing to
music provided by our resident DJ
in {o the early hours.

Bookings are also being taken
for the pre-match 4 course carvery
meal served in Staniey’s
Restaurant from 1.00pm on New
Years Day prior to the match
versus Hull City. Price is £1395
per person.

Reservations for Stanley’s
Restaurant can be made on
Walsall 725753,

BESCOT STADIUM SUNDAY
MARKET TO OPERATE
THROUGHOUT CHRISTMAS
PERIOD
Great news for last minute
Christmas shoppers. There will be
a Christmas Eve Sunday Market at
Bescot Stadium tomorrow 9.00am

to 4.30pm
Also, the Sunday Market will
be in operation next Sunday on
New Years Eve.
AVOID WASTED JOURNEYS
We shall be keeping a close

eye on the weather throughout the
Christmas period. if inclement
weather threatens the matches at
Rotherham or Chesterfield we
shall provide an up-to-date
informaticn service on
SADDLERS HOTLINE 0891 555
800.

Our advice throughout these
winter months is, before you set
out for games, always consult
SADDLERS HOTLINE 0891 555
800 which we shall keep
constantly updated with news
about pitch conditions

! ARRANGEMENTS FOR
WIGAN F.A. CUP TIE
Qur Third Round F.A. Cup tie

versus Wigan Athletic will be

played at Bgscot Stadium on

Saturday 6th January, kick off

3.00pm.

Usual First Team prices
apply. The match will not be all
ticket. However ftickets can be
purchased in advance from The
| Football Shop in Walsall Town
| Centre and at Bescot Stadium.

j Season Ticket holders have

{ until 3.00pm on New Years Day to

| reserve their seats for this game.

In the event that areplay is
required it will be played at Wigan
on Tuesday 16th January, kick off
7.45pm.

The League match at Notts
County scheduled to be played at
Meadow Lane on Saturday 6th
January has been postponed. A
midweek date for the rescheduled
game is still to be arranged.

| BIRMINGHAM SENIOR CUP
| We have been given an Away
draw in the Birmingham Senior
Cup Third Bound with a trip to
Burton Albion on Tuesday 9th
January, kick off 7.30pm.

FOOTEALL LEAGUE
NEXT FRIDAY

All 72 Clubs in the Footbali
League meet next Friday to
discuss the proposed 5 year TV
deal with BSkyB TV. Itis one of
the most vital meetings ever
called by the Football League.

For the TV dealto goahead it
needs the support of all clubs.

if all clubs cannot agree on
how the money from the TV deal
should be distributed it could
threaten the very existence of the
Football League as we know it

today.




Let us hope that common sense
prevails, and that an agreement is
hammered out that all Club's can
support. The alternative is too terrible
fo contemplate.

EOSMAMN CASE POSES
ANOTHER PROBLEM FOR
FOOTBALL
The Judgement made in the
European Court last week, upholding

the initial judgement made in the
Basman case seems to throw into
doubt the continuation of the transfer
system as we know it

We are still waiting for guidance
from the Football League concerning
it's real implications for English clubs.

On the face of it, once a player
reaches the end of his contract he will
be able to join anothe club, without
his present club having any right of
compensation. This would spell
disaster for those clubs who rely on
transfer income to keep themselves
solvent.

However, some newspaper
reports suggest that the ruling only
applies'where piayers are moving
between different EEC countries, and
that the domestic game would not be
affected

We shall just have to wait and
see. One thing is certain however,
whatever the outcome Walsall
Football Club will survive because we
have diversified our activities to the
extent that we do not have to rely
solely on football related income.
There are a lot of clubs not in that
fortunate position, and in the worst
scenario, one can see quite a few
clubs going out of business and
others going part time.

50/50 DRAW RESULTS
The result of the 50/50 Draw at
the Walsall versus Torquay United
match on Tuesday 12th December
was, as follows:
1st Prize: £226.77. No. 625.
Winner: John Lee, Tipton.
2nd Prize: £25 00. No. 1378.
Winner: Mr. w. Rudge, Bilston.
3rd Prize: £25.00. No. 2002.
Winner: Helen Parsons, Bloxwich
The 50/50 Draw continues today.
Tickets will be on sale inside and
cutside the Stadium 50 pence each.
The results will be announced at half
time, and winnings can be collected
from the Reception Office
immediately after today's game

WELCOME TO OUR MATCH
SPONSOR - CALDMORE AREA
HOUSING ASSOCIATION

A big welcome to today's Matich
sponsor, Caldmore Area Housing
Association, whose Chief Executive is
non other than Walsall F.C. President,
Barrie Blower.

Caldmore A H.A. has played a
very important role in the town in
providing sheltered housing,
renovating old properties, and
providing rented accommodation for
people who otherwise may well have
been homeless

They have given great support to
Walsall Football Club in recent years.
We hope that Barrie and his guests
have a wonderful afterncon at Bescot
Stadiun, and that the two teams
provide an exciting game to
celebrate the start of the Festive
Season.

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR
MATCHBALL SPONSORS - P.J.
ARNOLD LTD

A warm welcome 1o our
Matchball Sponsors, P.J. Arnold Ltd.,
a company that have given great
support 1o our commercial activities
during the past couple of seasons

This Darlaston based firm
provide an excellent painting and
decorating service for domestic and
commercial properties. They will be
pleased to provide a free quote for
your next decorating job. Simply
elephone Tracy on 0121 568 6260 for
assistance.

We hope that Paul, Tracy and
their guests have an enjoyable
afternoon at Bescot Stadium today

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR
MATCHDAY MASCOT - JACK
BULLOCK
Today we welcome 6 year old
Jack Bullock as our Matchday
Mascot. Jack his sponsored by his
father, Mr. John Bullock, and comes
from the Fullbrook area of Walsall.
We hope that Jack enjoys this
early Christmas surprise of being
mascol, and that he proves lucky for
the Saddiers today.

Thank you for your support. Enjoy
the game.
Roy Whalley.

WALSALL FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED
Bescot Stadium, Bescot Crescent,
Walsall WS1 45A.
Telephone: 01922 22791
Fax: 01922 613202

orit B.S.Blower M.B.E.

Honorary Life Vice

E.F.N.Lloyd B.E.M.

gplei

Dire 3

M.N.Lloyd
R Tisdale

C.Welch
K.R.Whalley

Secretary & Commercial Manos

K.R.Whalley B.A., M.Ed.

Financial Confrolier K. Avery

-

Seneral Mc

er P.Taylor

C.Nicholl

A S e T
cer & Youlh

1 E.McManus

Youth Ligsson omplex

Manager B.Jones
Physiothierapist T.Bradley
Stadium Manogsr R.Johnson
Stadium Safety Officer, G.Wilson

er & Family

r M.Keatns
Club Docters P.Bickley, M.Shalley

Club Chaplain Rev. M.Butt




Caldmore Area
Housing Association Ltd.

A CHARITY
PROVIDING
B Bl HOMESFOR

H i Bl THOSE

IN NEED

Working with the Community
- Serving the Town

WE ARE PLEASED THAT
WE ARE ABLE TO SPONSOR
THIS MATCH AGAINST

SWINDON TOWN

AND HOPE THAT YOU ENJOY THE GAME

A
QF Bod,/ "
Q>

18 Caldmore Green, Walsall, West Midlands WS1 3RL.

Telephone: 01922 614505. Fax: 01922 30389.
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It was certainly Martin
O'Connor’s day against

York City with his *Man of the
Match' awards. Left - top to
bottom: Martin with the
Match Sponsors - Derwent
Marketing, middle, in the
Swifts Club presenting their
“Banks's’ award to one of
their members, and below
with the Matchball Sponsors
Banks’s Brewery.

Below: young Christopher
Smith having a ball presented
to him for his birthday by
Kevin Wilson and bottom,
Martin with our mascot that
day Chris Clayton.
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Walsall: Walker. Ntamark, Rogers. Viveash, N
O'Connor, Bradley. Kester, Wilson, Houghto
Lightbourne for Wilson (84), Butler tor O'Cor
{not used)
York CE‘I’y Kiely, |
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Goats 1
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1 Michael Cheadle

BESCOT SUNDAY

MARKET

Every Sunday
9am to 4pm

FREE Children’s Enterfainment
Lots of Fun & Bargains Galore

PATRICK

L'ESFRIT DU SPORT
When you've
got 90
minutes of
serious play,
comfort and
durability
takes priority.
PATRICK the
name in
soccer
Footwear.

T H AVERY HFATING

“DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT THIS WINTER™
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR DISCOUNTED
GAS APPLIANCE SERVICING.

SERVICE MENU

BACK BOILER & FIRE  £40 inc VAT

COMBINATION BOILER  £38 inc VAT

LIVE EFFECT GAS FIRE  £30 inc VAT
WALL MOUNTED BOILER  £36 inc VAT

STANDARD GAS FIRE  £18 inc VAT
OTHER GAS APPLIANCES  £18 inc VAT

ALL PARTS & LABOUR GUARANTEED

Qur Engineers are fully qualified and are both Calor and Corgi
registered with our guality of work being delivered for over 35 years.

DONT DELAY CALL US TODAY FOR A FAST
AND EFFICIENT SERVICE.

01922 415554 or mobite 0589 580348

FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN FOR INSTALLATION
OF GAS CENTRAL HEATING

CALO &




| for the New Year's

| Dance.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
= On behalf of The Officials and
- | Committee Members of The
Supporters’ Clubs may | wish The
Directors, Management, Staff, Players
and Supporters of Walsall Football
Club a Very Happy Christmas and a
Successful New Year. For many
- | supporters, myself included, three
points today would be an excsllent
early Christmas Present.

CHRISTMASTIDE ATTRACTIONS
AT “THE SADDLERS’ CLUB”
At the time of writing some tickels
| are still available for the
following attractions
-|.although none are left

| Eve Party, and the
Boxing Day Evening

. This evening,
‘| December 23rd -
Grand Christmas
Cabaret Show featuring

Comedian Stan Pinton,

Lady Vocalist Kristie
Charles, Male Vocalist
Paul Emmanuel, Jason
Resident Duo etc.
Commence 8.00pm. Tickets £3.00.
Tomorrow, December 24th -
Christmas Eve Party with The Paul
Stereo Roadshow. Tickets £3.00.
Commence 8.00pm. Late extension
applied for.
' Christmas Day - Lounge Bar
| open 11.30am-1.30pm and 8.00pm-
--110.00pm.
Wednesday, December 27th -
Tea Dance 1.30pm-4.30pm.
{ Admission £1.00.
Friday, December 29th - Bingo.

| Free Admission, Cash Prizes.

Commence 8.15pm. Pantomime
“Robinson Crusoe” presented by

| Janco Promotions. Commence

—17.30pm. Tickets £3.00. Accompanied
children £1.50.

Saturday, December 30th -
Ballroom & Sequence Dancing to
“The Breeze & I” (Live Band),

18.00pm-11.30pm. Admission £1.50.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

: Saddlers’ Club Members are
asked to please renew their

Membership for 1996 as soon as

| possible. This can be done by
| presenting their 1995 card to The

Duty Doorman whenever The Club is

open except immediately before a :
Home Match. The 1996 Renewal Fee |
is £3.50 and £2.00 for Senior Citizens. |

New Members will be able to join on
Monday evenings commencing in
mid-January.

“AWAY TRAVEL"”
Tuesday, December 26th.

Rotherham United Fare £7.50.
Departure 12.00 noon. Departure time
refers to Bridgeman Street, Walsall.
Passengers can also board the
coaches at Bloxwich, Leamore, Pleck,
The Stadium and The Delves. Please

book this aftemoon at The Travel
Office at the rear of The
Saddlers' Club.

THE SUPPORTERS'
CLUB “MAN OF THE
MATCH AWARD"
After The Match
against York City on
December 9th | had the
pleasusre of presenting the
Award to Martin
O’Connor in The
Saddlers’ Club Lounge.
The winner in the game
against Torquay United on
Tuesday, December 12th was Chris
Marsh. Congratulations to both
players. Supporters are invited to visit
the Saddlers’ Club after the final
whistie today for a welcome drink, see
the scores from other matches, see
the presentation of our Award and
maybe have a word with this
aftarnoon's Winner and other
members of the team.

SADDLERS’ CLUB BADGES AND
1996 DIARIES
Saddlers’ Club Badges can be

cbtained today from the Saddlers’
Club and The Travel Office price
£2 50 each. Despite promises from
the suppliers the 1996 Diaries are not
available at the time of writing but they
should be on sale this afterncon price
just 50 pence in the club and The
Travel Office. A Badge and/or a Diary
could make an extra Christmas
Present for any Saddlers’ Supporter.

AGAIN A “HAPPY CHRISTMAS”
EVERYONE

ALL SUPPORTE
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FO
SUPPORTERS CLUBS

NE

Hope you have all recovered from the cup-
replay now! It took me a while thats for
sure. | don't think we'll ever see a game like
that again. At half-time | was wondering
what BBC1 would show as highlights as

-] apart from two goals, | thought it was quite
| mediocre. However, by the end of the

| match [ bet they were really pleased that
| they chose to bring the cameras to Bescot.

You can never accuse Walsall of being

ES

boring! Kyle Lightbourne changed the game -

| when he came on as substitute and showed
] what a good player he is, scoring twice. |
1 must admit to feeling quite sony for Torquay

as they gave everything and even pulled a
goal back when they were 6-3 down.
Hopefhuly they can avoid the dreaded drop
to the Vauxhall Conference next May - |
think they stand a gocd chance if they
continue to play like that.

It was pleasing to get a point at Brunton
Park last Saturday as we came away empty
handed last season. We missed out on doing

- the double over the Third Division

Champicns though, having already beaten
them 2-1 here in September. Derek

-| Mountfield must have been relieved that he
-| was able to play against Carlisle after

-{ limping off in the Torquay game. As soon as
‘1 he left them and joined us he must have

| scoured the fixture list to see when we were
-{ playing them. | was giad to see that

-| Carlisle's top-scorer David Reeves was

suspended and couldn't line up against us.
He always seems to score when he plays at

| Walsall

Good to see Chris Marsh break his

3 goalscoring duck against York in our 2-0

home win. Then he managed to notch a
further two in the amazing game against
Torquay. Lets hope he weighs in with a few
more before the season finishes. Derek
Mountfield also scored his first goal for the
Saddlers in the York game of course.

This aftemoon we have a very attractive
match with leaders Swindon Town. It will be

| a big test for the lads but one I'm sure they

will relish. It is always nice to beat the team
making the running. Swindon have had a

| tremendous start and look perhaps too
| strong for this division, having suffered two

successive relegations. They are bound to hit
a sticky patch however, so it will be
interesting. Christmas is a busy time for
footballers but lets hop we have a gocd one
picking up plenty of points.

Happy Christmas.

Bianca Middleton.







MOTOR & HOME
INSURANCE

WE’VE ALREADY
HUNTED DOWN
THE LOWEST

649147

: iSﬁ_Bﬁdge Street, Waisall



‘windon Town come here
- today for their first-ever
_ I visit to Bescot and are

still holding on 1o the top
‘of the table berth they have held
all the season.

While they have only lost two
League games this season they
drew 1-1 at home with Wrexham
last Saturday and have in fact had
not oo good & run in recent
weeks.

LAST SEASON
Swindon Town kicked off last
season back in Division One after

Jjust one season in the Premier
League and despite a scarcity of
goals only lost one of their first
seven games and were in the top
five up to the end of October.
They soon went out of the Anglo-
italian Cup but put together a
remarkable Coca Cola Cup run
that took them through against
Charlton Athletic, Brighton, Derby
County and Millwall befare going
down 4-3 on agrregate to Bolton
Wanderers in the semi-final.

At the end of the old year
however, they went 12 League
games without a win and this
plunged them into a relegation
rather than a promotion battle.
After beating Marlow in the third
round of the FA Cup they went out
to Watford in the fourth round and
inbetween the two legs of the
Coca Cola Cup semi-finals they
picked up only two League points
and were then in 22nd place. A 5-
2 win at West Bromwich Albion
raised their hopes of staying up,
but three defeats in a row, without
scoring, at the end of April, was
the final blow and though they
beat Notts County 3-0 and drew
at Wolves in their last two games
they were still six points short of
safety in the final reckoning.

Norwegian Jan Fjortoft, who had
moved to Middlesbroughiin -
March, got 26 goals before his
move, while Peter Thorne, who
came from Blackburn Roversin

February, got 11. Midfielder Mark °

Robinson missad only six games:
and fellow midfielder Joey
‘Beauchamp and goalkeeper
Fraser Digby missed just seven.
THIS SEASON

They kicked off the season with
a Stephen Finney goal at Hull City
1o give them & 1-0 win, but then

lost the next game at Allison. A visit to Brighton resulted in
Cambridge United in the a 3-1 win with Finney 2 and Harlock
Coca Cola Cup 2-1 with Ty scoring but these were followed by a
Gooden being the scorer.  1-1 draw at Torquay United in the

A 3-0 home win over York-  Auto Windscreens Shield, Martin
City followed with two Ling being the man on target. Then
goals from Stephen Finney --games against the two teams

and one from Paul Bodin ~ beneath them resulted in a 2-1 home
from the penaity spol The  win over Crewe Alexandra with

home leg Allison and Finney
with netting and 3—1 at
Cambridge -Notts Counfy with
United Taylor 2:and Bodin
resufted being the men with
with'a - 2-0 their scoring bools on
wintosee that day. October
them ended with a 0-0 draw
through to ~_§ at Bournemouth and
the next § this was followed by
round with another draw, 1-1at
the goals Biackpool; Finney
coming again being on the
from Joey target:-A2-0win at
Beauchamp Colchester United in
and Kevin B Auto Windscreens
Horlock. A Shield with Finney

win at Cariisie United netting again with Thorne being on
followed with Edwin Murray  target also. Then a 4-1 win over
getling the goal and thena Cambridge United in the FA Cup
1-1 draw with Oxford with Harlock 2, Finney and Paul
United at home with Wayne Allen scoring. A 1-1 win at Stockport
Allison scoring. A 2-0 win -~ County, Allison on target again, was
at Brentford followed with - followed with their first League home
Wayne O'Sullivan and defeat at the hands of Shrewsbury
Finney netting and then-.  Town and then another 1-0 defeat at
Allison scored their goalin. Hereford United in the Auto
a --1-1 home draw with Windscreens Shield.
Chesterfield. Two 4-1wins  December started witha 2-0 FA
were next on'the agenda,  Cup win over Cardiff City with
the first at home over Allison and Finney on the-target yet
Bradford City with Mark again and Finney again scored twice
Robinson, Allison, Harlock  at Rotherham United to give them a
and Finney on the target, -~ 2-0 win, before last Saturday’s 1-1
and the second was at draw at home to Wrexham when
Bristol Rovers when O'Sullivan got his name on the
Harlock got a hat-trick and  scoresheet in the 76th minute.
Shaun Taylor the other. THE PLAYERS

They lost the two !egs of GOALKEEPERS
the Coca Cola Cup-tie with ~ Jpa rman currently holding the
Blackburn Rovers 3-2 at numbar one spot is Fraser Digby
home when Allisonand —yho started out his career with
Finney were on the target  Manchester United although he did
again and 2-0 at not make the first team and had loan
Blackburn. In between they . <raiis at Didham Athletic-and
beat Rotherham United at Swindon before j joining them
home 1-0 with Gooden “permanently ‘and has now: over 400
scoring and fost their first appearances. The other manin
League gametothe odd - sotention who has made 6
goal of sevenat Wrexham - a550arances this term is Frank
when Allison netted tWice 743z an Australian who was signed
and Gary Thorne the other. i, November from Blackburn Rovers
At home against Bristol and has also had aloan spell with

City saw them win 2-0 with s 15601 United ‘and an earlier
goals from O'Sullivan and :
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spell this season with Sw:ndon United on a free

~ DEFENDERS et transferin 1992, -

_ Reguiar numhar three is Paul Wayne O'Sullivan has
‘Bodin who is 2 Welsh international missed only a handful

and is in his second spell at the
County Ground, His first was when
he was signed from Newport County

spell with Norwich City before joining
Manchester City in 1986-and then
moved to Burnden Park in 1990.
Northern Ireland international Kevin

of games-this term, a
former trainee he has
progressed well at the

for £25,000 i 1988 and this time County Ground and
being signed from Crystal Palace the was selected for the
club to whom he left- Swindon for - Bire:under-21- side
£550,000. Shaun Taylor is also a against Latvia in
regular in the Swindon defence. He -~ October. Mark 3
was signed from Exeter City in 1991 - Robinson is a regular
for £200,000 and has just signed a in the the Swindon side
new contract to keep him at the this season. A former
County Ground until 1997. Mark West Bromwich Albion
‘Seagraves is a strong defender who  apprentice but after

- was signed from Bolton Wanderers - making his League

- for £100,000'in June. A former debut with thermn moved to Barnsley

Liverpool apprentice and had a loan and was then transferred to

Newcastle United in 1993 for
£450,000, but then moved to
Swindon in - July 1994 for a club.
record fee of £600.000. Edwin

Horlock joined them from West Ham  ~ Murray joined Swindon as a

SWINDON TOWN
LAND MARKS

Founded
Became founder-membets of the
Southem Leggue.
Moved to present County Ground.
Pliayed in the FA Cup for the first ims
Reached the semi-final of the FA Cup.
losing 1o Newcostie UNited.
Southern League Champions.
¢12 Reached the FA Cup semi-final again

Southern League Champions

0 Founder-members of Division Three
Beat Luton Town 9-1 in Division Three
(South)

7 Hamry Norrs finished the season with 48
goais

3 Survived a re-slection application.
Survived a re-glection application.
Suraved another re-glection application

8 Final place of fourth in Division Three
(South) to qudiify for the new Division
Three

Promoted to Division Two

Relegated to Divsion Three

Reached the iast exght of the FA Cup.
Promoted to Division Two and won the
League Cup. beating Arsenal 3-1 at
Wembiey

Won the Anglo Itolian Cup

Relegated to Dvision Three

Relegated to Division Four

Promoted fo Division Three

Promoted to Division Two via the Ployofis
Won promotion fo Division One but
relegated immediately for alleged
financial iregularnties

Promoted from the renamed Division One
to the Premier League, via the Flayoffs
Relegated to Division One.

Relegated 1o Division Two.

schoolboy in 1988 and signed §

professional in 1991 and has
recently broken into the first
team again. Jason Drysdale
is a current member. c:fihe
squad who is a former
England youth international
who signed in March this year
for a fee of £340,000 from
Newcastle United. lan
Culverhouse was signed from
Norwich City last December
for & £250,000 tribunal fee. He
was a former Spurs

full appearance for them and

‘moved to Norwich where he
-appearedin'their side in the

UEFA cup last season.
MIDFIELDERS: :
Former Wycombe
Wanderers midfielder Ty
Gooden signed after a

successful trial period in 1993 §

and has scored twice this
'season lodate. Paul Allen
signed from Southampton
after previously being with
West Ham United and Spurs
as well-as loan spells with
Luton Town and Stoke City
and is'a member of the
renowned foctballing family.
Jamie Pitman is a fermer
trainee and signed
prcfessional in July 1994 and
had recently signed a new
contract to take him through
1ill next season. Ben-Worrall'is

another former
trainee whe made his
League debut
towards the end of
last season.
FOHWARDS

Wayne Allison
joined Bristol City for
£475,000 from Bristol
J City for whom he'was
their top scorer last
season. An
apprentice with-
Halifax Town he
moved to Watford for
p £250,000 in 1989 and
the following yearto

i SWIND ON TOWN

d ® When Swindon Town won the
H Fourth Division Championship in

1985/86 they had an 18 point

margin over second place Chester

City.
® Swindon Town share with

8 Aldershot the distinction of being the §

first teams to win promotion via the
plavoffs, Swindon going up from

® Division Three and Aldershot from

Division Four in 1986/87.
# Paul Rideout was just 16 years
and 107 days old when making his

Sare H debut for Swindon Town against Hull
-apprentice but only made one g City in Division Three in Novernber

H 1980.
& Swindon Town and Bolton

RO

Wanderers hold the record for
Football | eague Cup replays, their
1389/90 tie requiring three replays
before Swindon won through 2-1.
® Swindon Town were 2-0 down
after just ten minutes of their
Division Three (South) game against
Boumemeouth in January 1926, but

went on to win 8-2 with Frank
§ Richardson netting four times.
® Though relegated from the

Premier League at the end of
1993/94 Swindon were the only

H team to score as many as four goals

against champions Manchester

M United in League games that season.

& Harrv Cousins played his last
League game for Swindon Town at
Netts County in 1947. Twenty four
vears earlier he had played for
Chesterfield as a 16 year old triallist

M on the same ground.

Confinued after Saddiers' Fixtures ......
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SADDLERS' FIXTURES & FACT

OPPONENTS Scors 1P a1 2 3 4 5 6 1
AUGUST HOME GAMES IN BOLD TYPE
12.STOCKPORT COUNTY G 4584 Walker Evans. Dariel Ryder Mesh Watkss OTomnaxr
T5BRENTFORD LG RALIL 3 85 Wakes = Tarsdd Pyder Marsh Wekss O Comnx
18 Shrewshury T I RE 0T Waker Evans Dol Wt Marshe T O'Connor
2 Beentioed CCLCup RAIAL 13 I8 Waler Evams {lzniel Watces Woarsh Palmer O'Comnor
Z BRISTOL og 1112 51 Wk Fams Gomel  Walliss Marsh Bk T oot
B Crewe Mexandia [ 4377 Welker [ Damel Watkes Marsh Paimer [
SEPTEMBER e
GBumsy H 18 A Weke Fens Boniel Watkiss Mersh Pamer Keister
SSWANSEACITY gtl 13 T8 Wl B Demel Waass - Morsh Paime: O Camor
12-0XFORD UNITED 2 1 BH Walker Evam Danel Watss Worsn  Pame OComner
1Bbrentiord [ IS Wehe Toems- D Viadis Narsh - P=me Tlonraxr
Dokl . ® H Wl Evens Oermi~ Wetss  Meshe Fame  Oleensr
30 CARLISLE UNITED 21 W Qi Wood bvars Bazedl Wadkiss Varsh e @ P
_1-PETERBORDUGH UNITED 1115 I8 Wosd Evars Demel  Watiss Mazh- Faimar O Connax
15 Wycombe Wanderers C1 W &% Wed B Rogers Watkoss Marsh . Paimer [
17 Fubam AWS Rdl 87 135 Woxd Evenl Rogers Toger” Macsh Viwessh | OCommor=
TTWREXHAM 2 = Wood Evans fioges Vvessh Marzh Faimer O Comar
78 Bristol City @i S Wekw B Fiogers Vivessh Hersh Paimers U Comner
51 Bradiord Ly 01 W G0 Welker Nismark Rageny Vivessh Versh Walkes . ('Comor
woes 1
LAFC BOURNEMOUTH B B BE  Weiks Nemrerk Rogen Ropsr Marsh Wathsss OConnar
7-WYCOMBE WANDERERS AWS! 52 = Wae Ntamark Rogers Vresash Mash Mootk (et
10-Beariey FAC Rd.) 31 B5  Waks Namerk _  Ropers Versash [
188nghton & Hove Albon 3 6 Em Weke Numek Rogess Viveash Mesh Marteid  Ulame
5 BLACKPOOL (I U Wake [T Rogers Vivaash Warsh Mornteld  OToma
ZE-BRIGHTON AWS R 12 WE  Weks Nemak®  Rogens Viveash Msh Mortied  OConeo
DECEMBER
2Torquay United FACRA 2 i3 B Wike= Nk Rogers ¥resazh Marsh Mountiek!  OTonnor
SYORK CiTY - 4 H I8 Weke Namark Fogers Viveash Marsh  Mountheld  OConno”
12.TORDUAY FACRIply  AFT 133 B4 N Wake Ntamark Rogers Vremach Marsh 7 Morted®  0Commor
16-Carfisie United W Wakker ek Rogers Vrvessh Mesh®  Mosted | Olowo
Z: SWINDON TOWN ——
Z-Rothertem United
e R A D
1HULL CITY
BWIGANATHLIETICFA LY
13-SHREWSBURY TOWN D
2 Stocipon = E
27 CREWE ALEXANDRA FA Cup R 4 A
_38ristol Rovers = D
IHOTISCOUNTY
17 Orford Unvted FACp RE S
2-BURNLEY
P PRESENT
s City |
ZROTHERHAM UNITED -
e The Wide World C
18-CHESTERAELD
Zhi Hear every goal an
TR gh. FA Cup SemsFnal ’
2WYCOMSE WANDERERS match reports that 1
BBRISTOL CITY
Swsen 303m MEDIUM V
T3 BRADFORD GITY m
ZAFT Bournemaouth )
MAY :
IO 2 A0 5N The best mix of, gol
e best mix of, golk
DIVISION TWO TABLE DIVISION TWO GATES Pﬁ!NTIHSI
P W D L F A Ps Highest  lowest Aweam ’
Swindon Town 20 12 S Iz % 15 & | Swwdon Town 1364 R ¥
Crewe Alexandrs A 17 4 & & 1 4 | Bumey 10478 Chrt 874
Notts County D N . 4 T 11 B | Corksle Unaed 530 4455 823 |
Siackpnol ¥ W S5 5 N N ¥ | Buwlla 7.0 408 E55 | Swckport Couy
Burniey 79 7 5 ®B 71 W | Bredled Ciy 9748 4310 857 | Bury
Wrexkam a B B 4 vl 4 2 B3 4_-5” 5& | w?. Eftdatic
Chesterteld B 3 5 & N Z3 37 | Nons County EIB 4005 S | A,
Shrewstury Town % MW 2 § X %X T | BuswolRown 185 4241 55 | (orksie Und
Wycombe Wanderers n 7] 9 4 B P B 158 4730 548 | Wredam
Stockpart County 21 8 68 X 1 B | Driord United m 4271 54 | waca
Braffoed City A 8 & 8 B B B | Bex 13 3E77 57%
Ot A 1 1 5 W R B | Brenthud 1578 34 sim | Sheewsbuy
Bownemam g !J; ; g ;i g g gn:ame Wanderers ;%1 ‘ig :rﬁ | Rochoale
Bnswl R ournemouth 8 7 Donczsier Rowers
l;;ww?;hiumau 6 1 A NS Femotﬁb Linstad SE18 s 458 | rhecrchield
W % 6 7 1 B B B 543 3458 469 |
T R RS A A A
Bristal City 5 : i s |
York Cay A 8§ I M B TWDN Crowe Mewssia 4512 2 38 | Lneoh Gy
Rothetham United A 5 § W A B n | Yuly £ 3 10 | o
Cay A 1 8 3 B F B | Weem e e g | Soeam
Brenriord % 5 5 W W X 20 Rotherkam Ursted ind 278 180 Cheswer Cay
Brighton & Hove 4 4 31 3 97 R B Strewstexy Town a4 2188 2871
Tity 2 2 B W 1§ RN W | Swemss Oy L] 1788 6% |




ACTS - SEASON 1995/96

IPONTIN'SILEAGUE

AUGUST
Wed 18LINCOLN CITY 21 Bute Hooghton
Wad 23 Chesterfielt 21 St Rchasis
6 1 8 9 10 n 12 13 1 Wod 3 BURY X
Gaalscorars in Bod Substinstes « 66 ° Wed & Wigsn Athienc 35 futler 2Bantiey,
Watioss OTonnox  Ntamark Lightb Wismn Bradiey Butier Rogers md;& “nmmgm T %._‘""
Wetkn  OComnr  Nmax  Ligabboune  Wison Bradley Fogers Buts Kester Wed 27 Cheser Gty 31 WilamsButer 2
Pame  OComor __ Namex 13 Wi Foghton:  Rogs  Wood - =
Babner Olomor  Namak  igome’ Wison Hooghton™  Rogens _Wood Wed  {Rochdsle 1 Lghthosme
Paimer D onnor Bradiey Lightsourns Wilson Houghton Butier Flyder Kamsiar Wed 18Scumrpe Unizsd 41 fope 2SmE 2L
Paimet Keter Bradley  Lighth Wiison Hoegh Riamark Ryder Woods
-— — Wed 25 DONCASTER ROVERS [T
Paimet Kaister Bradiey  lghbome®  Wilson+ Hougtiion} Butler” + Nisraark§
_ Peme  OComor  Bredey  Lghtoums  Wisoa'  Hooghwn§  Rogers+ m Batiar” Wed BScarborough 12 Bute. _
Paimes Bradwy  lghtoums  Wison B = WNwmmek-  Roges Boter Wed 15STOCKPORT COUNTY L
Paimer Bradey  Ughtboumes  Wison Hoghion  Bute$  Nomak+  Ryder- Wed ZSROCHDALE 55 Kew 2 Butler 1
_Paimer | Badiey LghBowns  Wesen Houghton  Namwrk+  Fogers- Bt L&A
Paimer OComnor p  Bradiey Buties « Wiksan® Namack  lighthoumes  Houghton® Rogers Wed  5Cariisie United |
Paimer  OTonnor  Beadiey” Butlsr Wisan Nomed  Rogers Kester® Ly . x‘wm‘———- 0 e
e, Sheiee ey Bl Woo  lgm Nomarke  Kewtr Fope =d 2 Dariogion g
Vwesth | OCowors  Kesw Butier 2 Wison  Lighth Nomaks  Pamer Folc
mﬂl Jlomer  Dodey  Gute  Wisw  ULpboumne  Nora  Kesw Rope: ﬁ 1mmm .
Brafey+ Lghtourme  Wison  Houghton  Watumst  Nowen®  Bufers e
Wk, OCower  Budey  Ughboume  Wisen  Hog' B Rope Kester Wed 17.CHESTERFIELD
' Wed Z4Bury
"'M‘_ OTomnor  Bradiey”  Bufiere Wikson Hoghion  Kests®  lighhowmes  Smith Wed JLWIGAN ATHLETIC -
“Watiss  OCows Braey’  Lhtbowmes  Wism —~ Toper  Kestwe  Bullers Wed 14 SCARBOROUGH
WManiwld  Olows  Gradey-  ighooame  Wison  Houghton 2+  Kaste Bufiers Roger Wed 21 Stackport County I —
Mantdeld  0Tonno Bradiey+  Lighthourns"  Wilson Houghtton Burtier* Rioper Kecter +
Monthed  OConer  Bradiey  Lighth Wison o Kestm®  Buber§ Xarth Wed 3ShewsboyTows 00000000
Wed 20-DARLINGTON e -
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Ashton Gate for £300,000. He has
netted 10 goals this season todate:
Steve Finney is Swindon's top scorer
this season with 15 after joining
County on a free transfer from
Manchester City in the summer.
Signed from Blackburn Rovers in
January Peter Thorne netted four
goals in pre-season games but has
only-made a few appearancessince.
Former Wolves player Andy Mutch is
still-at Swindon but has not been
included in the side this season
iodate.

SWINDON’S

BEST SEASON

Swindon Town had had the galling
experience of winning promotion to
the Premier League via the playoffs
of 1990 only to be denied taking up
their place because of alleged
financial irregularities. They then
spent two seasons finding their feet
again in the Division Two that
became Division One, just avoiding
relegation in 1991, but only just
missing out on a playoff place in
1992.

They Kicked off 1992/33 with
everyone wondering whether they
had the resources to mount another
playoff challenge. but they did sign
one tried-and tested striker who had
just scored 16 goals in & season for
Reading. Soon Craig was séoring:in
five successive games-as Swindon
kicked off withronly-one ‘défeat in
their first ten League and Cup
games.

Craig’s winning goail at West Ham
in fate October Jifted them to second
place and though they went out of
the Coca Cola Cup to Oldham-in the
next game they maintained their
League form until December when
postponements were a factor in
them not picking up a single point.

They went out of the F.A. Cup to
QPR early in January but then
picked up the pace again in Division
One and a six game unbeaten run
left them in third place in mid-March.
A few ups-and downs followed
including-a remarkable 6-4 win at
Swindcn around Easter time after
being 4-1 down. Despite failing to
win any of their last four-games they
still finished fifth and after a 5-4
aggregate win over Tranmere
Rovers in the semi-finals of the
playoffs they found themselves at
Wembley-again.

There they took a 3-goal lead
against Leicester City, lost it but
then snatched the winner when Paul
Boclin converted a penalty six
minutes from time. Colin Calderwood
and Shaun Taylor played in every
League game in defence and
Maskell, Mitchell, Taylor and Bodin
all netted double figures. Sadly
before Swindon really did take up
their Premier League place manager
Gienn Hoddle had moved o Cheisea
and-Colin Calderwood to Spurs:
They stayed up for only one season
but it was stilt a glorious-journey
getting to the Premier League:

W g ree BCCasora

Strong in the air and on the ground Wayne has been described as the

§ complete striker and he certainly has a good scoring record with the three

§ clubs with whom he has spent most of his Football League career. :
: Born in Huddersfield in 1968, he graduated via the Halifax Town junior §
§ ranks to make his debut for them in Division Four in 1987. He made an :
§ impressive start with four goals in his first eight games and he got 30 goals }
 over a 2-year period before joining Watford for £250,000 in the summer of
i 1989.

He played only seven times in his one season with the Hornets in the

# old Division Two and failed to score but they still made a profit on him as

f he moved to Bristol City for £250,000 in the summer of 1990 for £300,000. :
¥ They had just climbed into what is now Division One and after a steady but §
§ unspectacular start he came good with 20 goals in 1993/94 and 13 last

§ season.

But then moved last summer to Swindon Town, who had been

firelegated alongside City and he has scored steadily, his ten goals so far
§ taking his career tally to 40. His enthusiasm and good movement off the
i ball make him a handful for opponents and he had helped bring out the
Ebest in Steve Finney in his first full season of League football.

STEVE BAINES

In his playing days Steve was a
no-nonsense defender, who
occasionally got into trouble with
referees. There is no danger of that
happening today - he is the referce
after a remarkably quick graduation
from the junior ranks to the Football
League list since hanging up his
playing boots in 1986

Born in Newark in 1954, he
joined Nottingham Forest as an
apprentice, played just two League
games for them and then moved on
to Huddessfield Town in 1975,
Bradford City in 1878 and ourselves
in the summer of 1880. Alan Buckley
was our player-manager at the time
and Steve made his debut in the 2-0
defeat at Reading un the opening
day of season 1980/81 He scored
on his home debut four days later in
a 3-1 win over Burnley and held his
place for most of that season,
playing at the heart of the defence
alongside either Dave Serella or
Peter Hart.

He was loaned to Bury for a
spell in 1981/82 but returned to play
regularly in the last two months of
that season as we just avoided
relegation to the old Division Four.
All in all he played in 50 games and
scored five goals before moving to
Scunthorpe United in the summer of
1882 and to Chesterfield in the
summer of 1983. He played in 154
games n just over three seasons
with the Spireites and then retired
prematurely because of an arthritic
complaint

This has not prevented him from
becoming "Referee of the Year in
the Chesterfield district in 1988/82
and reaching the Vauxhall
Conference in 1992 and the Football
League in 1994.
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— = Walsall’s No.1 for temporary work
T E———

Join our temporary workforce and be our guest to
watch Walsall FE.C.’s Home League games next season.

We are approaching our busiest time of the year and,

therefore, are now recruiting the following experienced
personnel for long term temporary contracts, with
possible permanency, in Walsall and surrounding areas:-

POWER PRESS OPERATORS
GENERAL LABOURERS
FORK LIFT TRUCK DRIVERS
HGV DRIVERS
PACKERS/ASSEMBLERS
WAREHOUSE OPERATIVES

CONTACT: LYNDZEY
on 01922 615367

B WORD PROCESSOR
OPERATORS

B VDU OPERATORS

B SECRETARIES

- B AUDIO/COPY TYPISTS

- B RECEPTIONISTS

~ B ACCOUNTS CLERKS

CONTACT: TERESA
on 01922 615367

We are confident that we offer the best pay rates and

working conditions in the area, so why not contact us
now and open the door to a brighter future.

TELEPHONE 01922 615367
FOR IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW
or call in and see us at

3rd FLOOR, TUDOR HOUSE
BRIDGE STREET WALSALL
WS1 1EZ




BEN WOOLHOUSE

This lanky longstriding winger was very much
part of the scene here in the late thirties and he
then moved to Swindon Town in the last season
before the war.

Ben was born in 1906, the son of a Sheffield
Wednesday and Bansley player of the 1890's and
after short spells with Birmingham City and
Southend United in the late twenties it seemed he
was not likely to make an impact in League soccer
when he drifted into non-League with
Loughborough Corinthians in the Birmingham
League

There however he impressed to the extent that
he was signed by Bradford City in May 1930. He
had two useful seasons with them then moved to
Coventry, but was in and out of the team in
1932/33. Our manager of that time Billy Slade was
a former Coventry man and Ben was just one of
numerous players that he wooed over from his
former club. The excitement of our win over

Arsenal in January 1933 was still in the air when Ben
stepped cut for his debut for us in the opening

game of 1933/34 at York. He was on the right wing
and marked his home debut a week later with one
of the goals in @ 5-0 win over Chester City

e played in every game of 1933/34 and
scored 11 goals from the right wing position and
from then on played occasionally on the left wing
or in an inside forward position though his pace,
swerve and ability to cross the ball fitted him best
for the flank position. He laid on many a goal for
Gilbert Alsop and by the time he was released in
1938 his cross shots had brought him the very
healthy tally of 46
goals in 203 games.
In that last pre-war
season of 1938/39
he was with
Swindon Town but
played just five
games before the
onset of war
effectively ended his
career. He continued
to live and work in
the Midlands and
died in the 1970’s.

Y EUNNY How mUCH
QUICKER THEY ARE IN
LADIES MATEHES ! ”
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~ JUST FOR FUN

DOWN

1. Scotiish Premier League club once managed by lan

St. John (10)

Z. Norwich City's manager who was sacked at the end

of the 1994/95 season(6)

3. The only England player to score during Euro'92’
(5)

4. North ___, the surprise team of the 1966 World

Cup when they defeated Italy 1-0 znd tock a 3-0 lead

against Portugal in the guarter-final (5)

7. Captained Oxford United to League Cup success in
1986 (7)

8. European Footballer of the Year in 1968 (6,4)

14. Dutchman who scored a penalty for Ipswich in the

1983 FA Cup Final (6)

16. Luton Town starlet, whose father is 2 member of
Showaddywaddy (5)

17. Mansfield Town's nickname (5)

ACROSS

1. Manager who was the subject of a hit record
by Andy Cameron in "78" (7)

5. Lost an historic High Court battle against Dean
Saunders in 1394 (7)

6. One of the founder members of the Scottish
Second Division, but quit after just one season
after finishing bottom of the league (7) -

9. Baltic country where the team Norma Tallinn
play (7)

10. England semi-pro cap who is now 2 kingpin in
Villa's defence (5)

15. ____ & Hersham, non-League club which
knocked Clough's Brighton out of the 1973 FA Cup
()

18. Country of origin of Manchester United's
winger, Kanchelskis (7)

19. Replaced the umpire as the senior match
official (7)

20. Japan's premiership (1,6)

vy 18 County, lost 33 of their 46 Division
Four matches during B7/88 season and were
relegated to the Vauxhall Conference (7)

ANSWERS ON THE CENTRE PAGES
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GOALSCORERS
IN ACTION
AGAINST

YORK CITY.

Top:

Derek Mountfield
scores his first goal
(]

the Sadadlers.
Middle & below: the
other scorer in the
game - Chris Marsh
getting forward.




BY SELLING DIRECT THROUGH OUR i
OWN SHOWROOMS, IT'S NOTJUST {1} 12 months m,mm Fe s
THE DEALER’S COMMISSION WE CUT OUT. 12). Full tank of fuel. I3).Heullcpit
included. 14). Electronic ABS. 5
15). Driver's airbag. !6) suam

Daewoo sell direct. This doesn't mean we sell our cars over the phone.

It means we don't use dealers. By cutting out the middiemen (you'll like this

bit).wepassdnesavhgqnto!youﬂn:mymgwemmmm

car as standard, and can ensure the level of service you get when you visit one

of our showrooms. All prices are fixed. There are no hidden extras.
Delivery is free. As are number plates, DAEWOO
12 months road tax and a full Wi S

tank of petrol. In other words, the

price you see on our car is

the price you pay to put it on

= the road. That's not all. -
Here's what else you get as f
standard . 1). 3 year/60,000 i Riley
S 2 “w
mile free servicing J)_:c'. “;Lrs
- + his, they v
including parts and 5 mickiew
ving dealers
labour. 2). 3 year/60,000 and sell out
mile comprehensive e oy
warranty. 3). 3 year ‘ »d to see
=, Not just
Daewoo Total e~
AA Cover. B o
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THE SE5 LERs

May I first take the

[l oportunity to wish all our

[| Supporters particularly the

0 Juniors a Very Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous

0 and Healthy New Year on

[ behalf of the Walsall Football

[| Club Community Programme.

0 On Wednesday of this week
we had the Christmas Party in
the Saddlers Club for people

[ who attend the Tea Dances

[ there every Wednesday. We
had a great time and I think
an enjoyable time was had by

0 everyone. A big thank you to

[ everyone who helped organise
the event.

g On thursday of this week I
took the players to the

[ Children’s Ward at the Manor

[ Hospital All the professionals

[| went along, we gave a ball to
all the young children, as a
present and the players then

0 went around to sign them. All

] the Balls were all donated by

[ the Club Sponsor, Choice

0 Personnel. Steve Salt came
with us. I am sure he was

0 impressed with the thrill all

[ the players gave to the

i children with their visit, and

0 hopefully it brought some
cheer into their lives at this

s B e TR e MY e AR e [ o IR o R s U omes B e [ e |

=l

[ time of year having to be in

[l hospital.

0 Enjoy the match.

I - Mike Kearns 0 :
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In a lively Friday evening game on December
17th, 1965 we went down 4-2 at home to second

Fellows Park lan Butler put the visitors ahead as
our defence with Mick Evans making his debut at
left back took a little time to settle. We then had
the ball in the net twice, but both were
3 disallowed for fouls before George Kirby
RIS provoked visiting keeper Maurice Swan into
nudging him in the penalty area and Allan Clarke
stroked home a spot kick.

After the break lan Butler netied twice within three minutes to
complete his hat-trick and when Chris Chilton made it 4-1 after 57 minutes
it looked to be only 2 matter of how many the visitors would score. Ken
Satchwell operating down the drier right flank raised our hopes briefly with
some good runs and from one of these he was upended in the area and
Allan Clarke netted a second penalty to complete the scoring.

Walsall: Carline; Harris; Evans; Summers; Bennett; Atthey; Satchwell; Clarke;
Kirby; McMorran; Taylor.

Hull City: Swan; Davidson; Butler (D); Jarvis; Milner; Simpkin; Henderson;
Wagstaff; Chilton; Houghton; Butler (I).

Attendance: 8,010.

On the following day Swindon Town's game with Millwall was
postponed and they stayed a point ahead of us just above midtable, their
teamn at that time including Mel Nurse and John Trollope in defence and
Roger Smart in midfield and Don Rogers up front.

place Hull City in Division Three. On a rainscaked |

We beat Brighton & Hove Albion 2-0 at Fellows Park on December
20th, 1975 to climb to eighth place in Division Three. New signing Alun
Evans from Aston Villa showed some neat touches in a goalless first half,
but the game seemed to be moving towards a goalless draw until Alan
Buckley netted a tremendous individual goal with just six minutes to go and
then latched on to a misplaced backpass to get another with four minutes

_|to go.

Walsall: Keams; Fry; Harrison; Robinson; Hynd; Taylor; Dennehy (Birch);
Andrews; Wright; Buckley; Evans.

Brighton & Hove Albion: Grummitt; Kinnear;
Wilson; Machin; Rollings; Bumett; Fell; O'Suflivan;
Binney; Martin; Mellor.

Attendance: 5,435,

On the same day Swindon Town lost 2-1
at Chester City with Trevor Anderson netting
and they were now next tc Mansfield Town at
the bottom of Division Three.

We were without a game from December 14th, 1985 until December
28th as our game at Swansea City was postponed because the home side
were being allegedly wound up and our Boxing Day game at Derby

County’s Baseball Ground was called off on account of a wateriogged pitch.

When we did get back into action on the 28th we had the unusual
experience of scoring in the very first minute through Gary Childs then
seeing former Wolves man equalise just before halftime with a shot that
skidded on the icy ground past Steve Cherry and then when it seemed we
have to be satisfied with one point David Kelly got a lastminute winner.
Walsall: Cherry; Hart; Mower; Shakespeare (Kelly); Brazier; Hawker; Childs;
Cross; Daley; Bliott; Naughton.
Lincoln City: Naylor; Strodder; Redfeam; Daniel; West; Richards; White;
Tumer; Latchford; Cooper; McGinlay.
Attendance: 4,493.
We were now tenth in the old Division Three with Wolves bottom after
crashing 4-0 at home to Derby County and Swansea City (whose winding
up was called off a few days later) and
Lincoln City next to them. Swindon Town
meanwhile gained two useful Christmas
season wins with Charlie Herry getting the
matchwinner against Hereford United and
Colin Gordon at Torquay United. Off the
field ocur Chairman Ken Weldon had moved
to Birmingham City and Jack Harris took
over here.

SEASON 1938/39

War clouds were gathering as we kicked
off the new season hoping for an
improvement on the previous campaign when
we had had to apply for re-election to Division
Three (South) alongside Gillingham.
Newcomers in the lineup for the opening
game at Brighton were defenders George
Beeson from Aston Villa and Norman Male
from West Bromwich Albion, defender Ciifl
Godirey from Cardiff City, inside forward
Arthur Buttery (ex-Hednesford, Wolves and
Bury) and striker Joe Hiil from Stockport
County, and former Irish international striker
Joe Bambrick from Chelsea.

Joe netted in the game at Brighton but
we went down 3-1 and in fact failed to win any
of our first 13 games. Sadly too within a few

_ {weeks of the start of the season our Chairman

and generous benefactor H.L. Fellows died.
The whole town mourned a man loved and
respected by all, who had shared in the
triumph of the win over Arsenal in 1933 and
had time and again kept the club going on
rainy days.

Happily the F.A. Cup again saw us
playing as a different team. We beat Carlisle
United 4-1, Clapton Orient 4-2 and Newport
2-0 before drawing at Notts County before
winning the replay 4-0 on an unbelievably
muddy pitch. Gilbert Alsop who had been
shrewdly signed from Ipswich in November
got all four goals that day as we moved into
the fifth round of the F.A. Cup for the first time
ever.

Though we lost our fifth round tie 3-0 at
Huddersfield the 33,543 gate brought a
welcome boost to our coffers and from then
on our League form improved. A diminutive
winger from Oakengates Johnny Hancocks
had forced his way into our side and by April
we were playing some of the best aftacking
football we have ever produced. An
incredible 23 goals were scored in our last
five home games with Gilbert Alsop at one
stage getting four hat-fricks in five games
including one in a 5-0 win a! foday’s visitors
Swindon Town.

Alas our dreadful early season form
meant that despite this tremendous rally we
sfill just failed to avoid a re-election

-{application. This time we went cap in hand

with Bristol Rovers having finished just two
points behind Clapton Crient (as they were
then).

Ironically only today's visitors Swindon
scored more than us at home - they got 53
and we got 47.

Gilbert Alsop got 29 goals in 34 games
and Joe Bambrick 20 in 41 while most
appearances were made by Ken Tewkesbury
in goal and Charlie Bulger on the left wing,
both played 37 games. The young Bert
Williams played five games in goal while the
young Jehnny Hancocks got 10 goals in 37
games on the right wings. Both moved to
Wolves after the war and shared in our
neighbours' greatest-ever days.

Geoff Allman,
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BDO Stoy Hayward

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisers |

Corporate Finance
Computer Consultancy
Insolvency Practitioners
Management Consultants

International Tax Specialists |
Owner Managed Business Advisers

The complete accountancy, audit, taxation and
advisory service for business and personal clients. |

Beneficial Building,
28 Paradise Circus,
Queensway,
Birmingham B1 2BJ
Tel: 0121 608 6086
—— Fax: 0121 608 6600

Authorised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and
Wales to carry on investment business.




evin Wilson's
twelfth goal of
the season
and the 190th
of his career

E earned us a

= welcome point at

8 Carlisle United on
Saturday on a ground
where we have lost
only twice in our last
seven visits.

8 After s lean start to
fl the seasan the
Cumbrians are now
pulling themselves
together and have lost
anly two of their last
nine League and Cup
games.

Midst all the euphora
of us scoring eight
goals in an FA Cup-tie
for the first time since
we beat Dresden 110
in 1886/97 few
people noticed that we
8 conceded four goals in
& a game for the first
time since the Leeds
United FA Cup-tie last
January when we went
down 5-2 at Elland
Road, also after extra
time. It was also the
§ first ttme one of our
# League or cup games
t had produced 11 or

more goals since we
= lost B-5 to Burton
Swifts in Division Two
on February 24th,
1884. The last time
twelve goals were
scored in an FA Cuptie
with us was when we
beat Warmley 120 at
Chuckery in November
1880.

No game at Bescot
or Fellows Park sver
produced 12 goals,
though some of us
older fans recall a
& Birmingham
8 Combination game in
1851 /52 when we
beat Darlaston S-5 at

B 3 time when our first

a re-election
application and our

reserves were scoring

goals galore.
Two goals from
Shrewsbury's darren

Rowbotham helped the
Shrews to extend their

unbeaten run to 12

games and to 7 wins

in a row in League
games.It also took
Darren's score to 9

this season and 108 in

his career
Shock result on
Saturday was Hull

City's 1-0 win at York

City with a late goal
from Paul Fewings,
this being their first
away win since May

and their first away win

since May and their
first League win

anywhere since beating
Blackpool at Boothferry

Park in late August.

have one of the hottest place, ending County's

properties in the
division in former
Brighton striker Kurt
Nogan whose goal at
Swansea took his tally
to seven in his last five
games and 20 this
season.

Rotherham United
are another struggling
side at the moment,
losing 10 at
Peterborough United
on Saturday as they
faled to score for the
fourth game in a row
and failed to win for
the eleventh game in 3
row. Saturday's defeat
was only their second
in their last seven
visits to London Road
Swindon Town are not
looking guite as secure
as they were at the
top. their 1-1 draw
with Wrexham last

They still have lots to weekend being the

the mark recently.

NEXT at BESCOTY
HULL CITY

Endsleigh League Division Two
Monday Janusary 1st 1996
Kick Off 3.00pm.

Hull City, who come here on New Year's
Day, have won just two League games this
season up to the time of writing, beating
Blackpool 2-1 in August and winning 1-0 at
York City last Saturday. Homegrown Richard
Peacock and Paul Fewings have both been on

do in the New Year

however if they are to

avoid relegation.
Brighton have shown
signs of better days

since Jimmy Case took
over though Swansea

City have just playad

eight games without a

win and on Saturday

crashed 4-2 at home

to Burnley, who are
now fifth in the table
after five games

team were heading for without defeat and

fourth game in the last
six which they have
failed to win and they
are now only two
points ahead of Crewe
Alexandra who gained
a vital 1-0 win at Notts
County on Saturday
and this helpad to put
behind them recent
successive League
defeats by Oxford
United and Blackpool
and it tock them above
County into second

run of nine games
without defeat

Meanwhile Bristol
Rovers' lowest gate of
the season 4,051,
saw them heat Oxford
United 2-0 with
Marcus Stewart
getting both goals to
take his season’s tally
to 13 and
Bournemaouth also had
their lowest gate of the
season (3,638) to s=se
them beat Stockport
County 3-2 with Steve
Jones getting his
twelfth goal of the
season

Anaother regular
goalscorer, Blackpool's
Tany Ellis, took his
season's tally into
double figures in his
side’s 4-1 win over
Bradford City, this
being Pool’s fourth
successive win as they
climb to fourth place in
the table. Midfielder
Andy Watson was also
on the mark, twice in
fact, to take his tally to
three in two games
after failing to score
this season prior to
December.
Interestingly enough
both Eliis and Watson
scored in the
corresponding fixture
last season.

Glancing briefly at
Division Three it is
interesting to see the
battle of the top two,
Chester City and
Preston North End,
ending 1-1 at the Deva
Stadium, while bottom
place Torquay United
played out & goalless
draw with Scarborough
just four days after
their sensational 8-4
defeat in that FA Cup

replay at Walsall.
Gegif Allman




IN TOUCH

hristmas football:
there’s nothing to
F match it. When [
' ‘ think of Christmas,
pictures flash
through my mind of
stars, stables, shepherds,
blokes with beards bearing
odd gifts - and a green looking
geezer on the terraces at Old
Trafford chuntering the
previous day’s extravagances
ento the bloke in front (who,
accordingly, was full of
something less than seasonal
cheer). In short I get
nostalgic. Apologies, but I'm
going to share it with yow

My Yuletide footballing
memories start with the
plethora of footballing
presents that my long-
suffering mum was obliged to
inform Father Christmas were
going to be essential for her
ongoing peace and quiet. The
first such gift I can recall was
a football game comprising 22
little men, half of them in
blue and half in red who
stood, not in boots, but stick-o
plastic suckers of the type
that were also to be found on
the ends of my arrows (“hello,
Mr John-son!”). Each player
was sunk into a well on a
green plastic “pitch’, which
had a white plastic goal
inserted at either end. The
‘ball rolled into the various
wells, and by pulling the
player back and letting it go
the ball could be fired across
the pitch faster than Tony
Daley with a cracker up his
rear. In this game it was quite
remarkable how prolific the
goalkeepers became in the
goalscoring stakes! -

Having mastered this (and
discarded it for lengthy
periods in favour of two old
pennies and a sixpenny bit,
aka shove ha'penny) we
moved on to magnetic

P

football. Two teams of little
men (as ever red and blue,
which was a severe irritation
if your favourites happened to
play in old gold) had swapped
their rubber suckers for
magnets and they skated
across a board which was
supported on little legs. Their
movements were controlled by
long plastic rods with magnets
on the end that were
scratched frantically under
the “pitch’ by the opposing
managers (i.e. big brother
John and myself). There were
three severe shortcomings.
The first was trying to locate
the appropriate player ‘blind’
by trial and error movements
of the rod. The second was
that the two opposing players
had magnets of opposing
polarity, so that a particularly
gified performer could be a
real sod and ‘repel’ the
opposition far more overly
than anything V.Jones could
ever imagine. Lastly the game
was all too readily terminated
by a mighty whack with the
rod when things weren’t going
well and tantrums prevailed.
Players scattered, match
abandoned.

Ah! but then la piece de la
resistance: Subbuteo. At last a
game which demanded real
skill, was open to minimum
abuse - and which allowed
one’s colour prejudices to
prevail. Qnite why I favoured
Drmcondra set I'm less than
clear. Anyway, 1'd reached
sophistication (and I knew by
now that the present hadn’t
come from the North Pole!).
John and I played countless
games, all studiously recorded
in hardback books, which I
still possess. (Daft, really - but
they do serve the purpose of
confirming to my son how
good | was then, even if I'm
not quite jo dextrous when we

play with HIS set!) The
drawback in those days was
the goalkeeper, who was
controlled by a piece of wire
shoved into a hole in his
base, as it were. In no time
the hole became enlarged
and the loose wire would
drop out at the most
inconvenient times - usually
when my brother had hita
long range scorcher from four
inches. These days Peter’s
keepers are moulded onto
the control stick. And so, just
like real goalkeepers in the
face of marauding centre-
forwards, they have it easy.

But the best footballing
present I ever got was my
goalkeeping kit: a green
jersey, green shorts and
green socks, just like my
hero Fred Davies. Mind you,
Fred didn’t have to make do
with gardening gloves. I
daresay that he didn’t go to
bed in his kit either.

But those were the days
when fans really did have
proper footballing
Christmasses. It hadn’t been
many seasons earlier when
chaps would go to waich
their heroes stuff the
opposition on Christmas Day
whilst their womenfolk
stuffed the turkey. And even
when I was a lad it was still
the norm for clubs to play
one another at one ground on
Boxing Day, and the
opponents pad next day. Odd
things happened. In 1963
Blackburn went to Upton
Park and gave West Ham an
assing 8-2. Straight back to
Ewood Park - and the
Hammers won 3-1!

Happy thoughts- happy
days - and may I wish you
happy times and a very
peaceful new year.

Charlie Bamforth




dIHSYOSNOJdS LI sd31daavs

MARTIN O'CONNOR CHARLIE PALMER STUART RYDER RAY DANIEL JAMES WALKER DARREN ROGERS TREVOR WOOD
PAUL EMERY Bloxwich Fencing Cooper Smith & Co, THE BESCOT R.J. Wikinson Metal Finishing Services| Hamstead Renauilt,
Walsall 712184 Insurence Consulfants | SYNTHETIC ARENA Plumbing Services. (West Midland) Ltd. Day Street
Bliston 496161 Walsall 417493/0831 500164 0121 557 7064, Walsall 720202

01922 37413,

£

KEVIN WILSON MARTIN BUTLER | KYLE LIGHTBOURNE 1 I : STUART WATKISS
STANLEY'S RESTAURANT

Mike Uoyd Music, THE SADDLERS 5.M, ROOFING SUPPLIES. S\ ]
%) \ Bescot Stadium,

25 Queen Squcre, 01643 453023, ) \
Wolverhampton, ; Woailsall 725753,

sored by,
ROYAL CASINO, WALSALL

L]

WAYNE EVANS SCOTT IOcoz._“n.uz JOHN KEISTER
Sign Specialists Limited. L.5.PARKES & CO.LTD. BEECFIELD HOTEL.
Hockley Hill, Birmningham, Station Street, Norrsby Street,

DAVID RICHARDS
BESCOT STADIUM
SUNDAY MARKET

Spon

DEREK MOUNTFIELD

}

0121 564 9301, Waisall 720720, Blackpool - 01253 26569, [REE : . Walsail 38868,

13 AW

0. . = ¢ e i .h.
ADRIAN VIVEASH CHRIS MARSH CHARLIE NTAMARK CHRIS SMITH DARREN BRADLEY
P.JARNOLD LTD, PROMOTIONAL PEMANDOS A & M STANLEY'S RESTAURANT THE SWIFTS CLUB JAMES ROLLO rmagﬁ_ﬂ 51 M___a g,
Painting Contractor CONCEPTS LTD. 01543 480940 Bescot Stadium, Bescot Stadiurm. THE FOOTBALL SHOP, Leamore Lane,
Darlaston - 0121 568 6260 Walsall 641641, ; Wailsall 725753. . Walsall 613356. Bloxwich, Walkall 478487,




ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS...

Walsall
College!
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WALSALL COLLEGE OF
ARTS & TECHNOLOGY

St. Paul's Street, Walsall WSI IXN
Telephone: 01922 657000 Fax: 01922 657083

Quality with Equality

——

B4 Foothall wins with Littlewoods and
Ney

the Foothall Trust every Saturday

Littlewoods Pools pay out millions to winners every week and
together with Littlewoods Spot the Ball put over £50 million
back into football every vear through the Football Trust.

Football also receives £8 million a vear for the use of fixtures on
coupons and Littlewoods, the game’s biggest benefactor, is the
first sponsor of the FA Cup.

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels. Clubs are
building new grounds, stands. seating and roofing.

The support of the Foolball Trust and the success of Littlewoods
i1s vital for footbali’s future. When vou enter Littlewoods new
easy to enter coupon, offering the best odds of a jackpot win. vou
are helping the Football Trusl to assist vour Club to develop its

facilities. comfort and safety,

LITTLE//0O0DS

£MILLIONS MUST BE WON EVERY WEEK




ur first

game was in

our second

season in the
old Division Two in 1893
when we beat
Northwich Victoria 3-0
at West Bromwich
Road with David
Copeland, Ron Cook
and Bill McWhinnle
gefting the goals. We
were still in Division
Two six years later
when beating Lincoin
3-1 at what was then

ground with Mike Connor

mark.

it was Birmingham
League fare howeaver by
December 2Xd, 1905
when George Holt's goal
eamed us a point at
Crewe’'s Grasty Road, Our
first December 23d then
followed in 1911 at
Stourbridge a3 we went
down 4-2 with both goals
from Hanry Price. It was
then another 17 years

when winning 1-0 at

| 23rd, 1933, Harry Wiles
getting the matchwinner
ond by the time we
played on December 23rd

‘ again war had

going dewn 5-3 fo Wolves

(2) and Bill McAulie on the | at Fellows Park with Wally

| Brown, Gilbert Alsop and
Tommy Weood scoring in
front of a 5,448 gate.
Happily we were not far

| off VE Day when on

| December 23rd. 1944 we

| won another Regional
game 2-0 at Port Vale with
goals from George
Boenham and Jack
Ratcliffe.

The first postwar
| December 23rd game

before we found ourselves | was in 1950 with Johnny

| won a Friday evening

December 23rd | Harflepool on December | game as Tony Richards

dived to head a first half
winner, watched by a

| 10,702 gate. Just one

| season later we won a

Dcuuéc > 2324

; Second Division gome 2-0

known as the Hillary Street | descended and we were | against Derby County.

| George Mesk and Colin
Taylor nettingina
Saturday aftemoon game
watched by 9.641 fans.
We were again

successful at Gillingham
on December 23rd, 1967
with Harry Middleton
getting the only goal of
the game ot a time at
which we were locking a
| sound bet for promotion,
only for an alaming
decline to set after

| fo avold games so close

| to Christmas Day. it will be

| Inferesting to see what
gates are like today.

In the wider world the
\inventor Richard Arkwright
| was bom on
December 23rd,
1732 and the actor
Maurice Denham
on December 23rd,
1909. The Dutch
artist Vincent Van
Gough cut off his
own earicbe on
December 23rd 1888
Just two years after the
| novelist Willlam Thackery

had died on December
| 23rd, 1886. The original
strongman Charles Atlas
died at the age of 79 on
December 23rd, 1973
while on December 23rd,
1922 the first regular radio
broadcasts were
transmitted. Also on this
day in 1834, Joseph
Hanson patented his
horse-drawn cab in
Londen, he was also
 known for his work as an

Christrnas. It was 1-0 again | architect and designed

on December 23rd, 1972,

| the Birmingham Town Hall.

going down 2-1 at Deviin snatching a | this time against | @PRftrainee Richard
Accrington on December | matchwinner at Southend. | Boumemouth at Fellows Hurst may not be known
23rd, 1922 with a goal And so to December 23rd. } Park with a Johnny to many people outside
from Jack Walton, the 11960 ond a 1-0winover |Woodward matchwinner. | London but this six foof
only cne ha scofed In the | Bury which tumed out to Remarkably enocugh | goalkeeper is just about
course of over 70 games . | be vital in our Third we have not played on the only present day
in midfield Division promotion season. December 23rd since | player who has a birthday
We were again in They were above usin the | then, the general |today - and he Is 19 years
Division Three (North) table at the fime and we tendency being for clubs | old.
'II.--..llIIIII'IIIIIIIIIlllll.l.ll.l.lIII'III-.

IN THE PROGRAMME SHOP

Situated at the visitors end of the ground
#* A SELECTION OF THI1S SEASON’'S PROGRAMMES FROM A
NUMBER OF PREMIER & ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE CLUBS
# PACKS OF THIS SEASON’'S PROGRAMMES FROM

OTHER LEAGUE CLUBS -5 FOR £1.00
# CURRENT WALSALL HOME & AWAYS - PACKS OF PREVIOUS
SEASON’S WALSALL PROGRAMMES -10 FOR £1.00

#* NEW PROGRAMME BINDERS £4.30
CURRENT PROGRAMME MONTHLY AND WALSALL FANZINES ON SALE
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Fraser BIGBY
lan CULVERHOUSE
Jason DRYSDALE
~ Steve McMAHON
Paul ALLEN
Shaun TAYLOR
r-‘.:_"Mark ROBINSON

11 Kevm HOH;.DCK
12 Peter THORNE

 P.JARNOLD
 LIMITED.
~ Darlaston
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Yoday s Maseot
\Jack Bullock aged 6 who lives in the Fullbrook and is
| aoonsored by his falher John Bullock

| We weicome our referee for today’s game one of our old
| players, Steve Baines, who is now an Insurance Sroker

TOW 9 ot-'rmm
Referee: S.J.BAINES

Maried with two teenage daughters, Steve ook up the
whistle when his cateer finished and became a eferee n
1988 and progressed lo the 1eferees list of the Football
League for this season. In loday’s programme we review
Steve's caroat a lithe mote.
Linesmen:
N.F.GREEN - Yellow Fiag

LD.SHAW - Red & Yellow Flag

Reserve official - J.D.S.MAYHEW.

Yeam Cheek Team Cheeck Teaw Check Team Cheek Team Check Team Check




